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In recent years, Teaching Chinese as a Second language (TCSL) has been 
developing rapidly. Although many foreign students have acquired good knowledge of 
vocabulary and grammar, their communicative competence are still unsatisfactory. 
The main task of TCSL is to enable the students to communicate naturally, 
appropriately, fluently and effectively in the Chinese language in real social context.  
There has been no definite and common view, or a rather reliable criterion on the 
definition and content of communicative competence in the field of linguistic research 
as well as language teaching. The traditional theories on communicative competence 
are weak in teaching methods, teaching materials, examinations and evaluation of 
teaching effects. The author of this paper holds that the human communicative 
competence means the comprehensive abilities of real-time, dynamic and 
multi-dimensional information exchanges between people through all human senses 
and in all possible ways according to different people and situations.  
In the broad sense, all the communicative actions of human beings can be seen as 
human performance. Performance is one of the basic ways of living for human beings. 
“Both communication and performance are about interpersonal relations. The process 
of performance is a kind of communicative act of the performers and viewers in 
accordance with the roles.” 
In a sense, communicative competence can be seen as human performing 
capacity. This definition has many advantages. First, it makes verbal communication 
more authentic, as it is conducive to the simulation of human languages’ acquisition 
process. Secondly, it is conducive to arousing learners’ interest. Simulated training of 
the language competence acquisition process of different age groups 
multi-dimensionally is more complete than traditional teaching. Thirdly, reasonable 
repetitions make the distribution of stimulus more scientific and help students master 
the language skills and communicative competence. Finally, it is beneficial to 
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new concept of communicative competence encompasses body language, facial 
expressions and eye contact, making the training of communicative competence more 
scientific and complete.  
According to the human performance theory, communicative competence 
training in TCSL should focus on the following aspects: (1) Pertinence Principle: 
playing to the score; (2) The fact that communication is real-time and dynamic; (3) 
Multi-dimensional information exchanges through all human senses and in all 
possible ways according to different people and situations. These have been proved by 
the experimental results in this paper. Communicative competence and performance 
capacity have the same nature. 
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